CHAMBERLAIN CITY COMMISSION
March 15, 2021
 
The Chamberlain City Commission held their second regular meeting on March 15, at 6:00 PM.
 
Present: Mayor Chad Mutziger, Commissioners Ruhlman, Claussen, Soulek and Thomas, City Engineer Greg Powell, Finance Officer Nicky Gaulke and Police Chief Jason Handel.
 
Absent: None.
 
Pledge of Allegiance
 
Adopt Agenda
Motion by Ruhlman second by Soulek, all ayes and approved the agenda with the addition of an executive session for personnel and a Game Fish and Parks grant document.

Conflict of Interest
No conflicts of interest were noted.
 
Minutes
Motion by Thomas second by Ruhlman, all ayes and approved the minutes from the last regular meeting.
 
Public Comments
The floor was opened for public comments with none being received.
 
Bills
Motion by Soulek second by Ruhlman, all ayes, approved to pay the following bills: 
Ace Hardware $317.99 Supplies; A&R Truck Equipment $1,096.08 Supplies; Agtegra $2,580.65 Fuel; AT&T $227.24 Phone; Aurora-Brule Rural Water $36.50 Water; Bomgaars $541.59 Supplies; Ban-Koe Systems, Inc $530 Prof Serv; Brosz Engineering $700 Dredging; B&L Communications $170 Maint; Byre Brothers $1,544 Prof Serv; Brule County Lumber $610.25 Supplies; Burke Oil Company $818.48 Fuel; Baker&Taylor Company $534.21 Books; Card Services Center $1,008.14 Prof Serv; C&B Operations $1,181.12 Supplies; Central Electric Cooperative $1,798.66 Electric; Core&Main $1,294.99 Maint; Cook Implement $204.73 Supplies; Chamberlain Building Supply $137.90 Supplies; Cozine Electric $438.67 Supplies; Chamberlain Napa $350.29 Supplies; Cutler Lawfirm $962.50 Prof Serv; Chamberlain Food Center $188.30 Supplies; Chamberlain Rec Dept $100 Prof Serv; Chamberlain Wholesale Grocery $285.20 Supplies; Communications Center $39 Prof Serv; Center Point Large Print $93.48 Books; Cengage Learning $375.58 Books; Central Dakota Times $563.29 Publish; Donaldson Ditching $4,003.93 Maint; Dozys Signs&Neon $290.82 Maint; Dollar General $30.89 Supplies; Environmental Resource Assoc $850 Prof Serv; Frontline Fire & Rescue $750 Prof Serv; Guest Plumbing, Heating & Ac $825 Maint; Hach Company $1,105.78 Chemical; Hawkins $2,724.36 Chemical; Heartland Enviro Distributors $1,223.98 Supplies; Hopkins Plumbing Heating A/C $313.25 Maint; Ingram Book Company $1,125.21 Books; Jacks Uniforms & Equipment $465.54 Supplies; Jeremy Thomas Construction $101,592 Dredging; Kimball Midwest $529.70 Supplies; Kelsey, Kurt $192 Prof Serv; Marc $333.75 Supplies; Macqueen Emergency $1,359.75 Maint; Mcleod Printing $309.80 Supplies; Midstate Communications $1,920.63 Phone; Northwestern Energy $20,091.48 Electric; Nalco $559.50 Chemical; Office Products Center $201.60 Prof Serv; Oasis Pump N Pak $123.78 Diesel; Onsite Service Solutions Llc $965 Maint; Overdrive $1,100 Books; Petro Tech Inc $98 Prof Serv; Pete Lien & Sons, Inc $4,320.89 Chemical; Productivity Plus Account $355.86 Supplies; Rons Service $723.41 Maint; Rods Welding Inc $600 Prof Serv; Sturdevants Auto Parts $935.39 Supplies; Rec Services $131.90 Supplies; Same Day Express, Inc $68 Prof Serv; Stallman Ditching $160 Prof Serv; Sioux Nation Ag Center $154 Animal Control; Servall Uniform/Linen Company $91.95 Supplies; Sanford Health $100 Prof Serv; SD Dept Of Health $686 Prof Serv; Sunshine Filters Of Pinellas $583.51 Supplies; Santel Communications $1,696 Prof Serv; Variety Plus $832.93 Supplies; USA Bluebook $223.41 Supplies; Walker Process Equipment $509.24 Supplies; Willrodt Motor $94.17 Supplies; General Fund: Salaries: $29,162.12, Total: $164,102.14; Summer Rec: $20.55; Basketball: $100; Library: Salaries: $2,911.85, Total: $11,544.84; Water: Salaries: $5,657, Total: $27,752.32; WW: Salaries: $6,625.90, Total: $17,509.02; Airport: $1,643.09.
Fire Department – Kurt Kelsey
Fire Chief Kurt Kelsey addressed the Council stating that it is time for them to purchase a new pumper truck. They are looking at a 2022 for approximately $400,000 to replace their 10 year old truck. They are looking at doing the financing similar to when they purchased their last truck. Chamberlain and Brule County both contributed $20,000 last time, but the price has went up, so they may ask for more this time. They financed $60,000 and Oacoma and Lyman County paid the loan off over five years. 
Kelsey went on to say that they are hoping to get approximately $190,000 for the 2012 truck that they are replacing. They have had other entities show interest in purchasing this truck already. 
He noted that in years past they only got approximately $100,000 for their used truck.
After the trade in of the old truck and funding from the cities and county, the fire department will also put down additional funds from their fund raisers to pay off the balance of the truck. 
Kelsey noted that the funds from this year’s fundraiser have been set aside for the truck.
They are also changing to a Freightliner truck instead of International because they are roomier. 
They should receive the final specs by the first of May and are hoping to commit to purchasing a truck by early June.

Kelsey then informed the Council that they have a property owner that may allow them to use their property to do some fire department training. Powell also suggested that Kelsey speak with Brad Hickey about his property that was condemned and is required to be tore down soon and Kelsey stated he would talk to him.

Lake Francis Case Development – Early Learner SD Support Community
Natalie Muruato of LFCD informed the Council that they have been looing into making Chamberlain and Oacoma an early learner community through the SD Early Learner Support Community. She stated that in February she attended several forums and childcare trainings as well as researching our daycare shortage. 
She went on to state that one step that we have to make is to change the perception that childcare is essential and they are not just babysitters.
She would like Chamberlain and Oacoma to support this program and use our names for this program to change and rebrand it. There are currently only five cities that are a part of this program and it is progressing but it will not be a quick process. 
Motion by Ruhlman second by Soulek, all ayes and approved to support the Early Learner SD Support Community.
Muruato then went on to thank the Council for being allowed to stay in the Community Center after their split from the Chamber of Commerce. She added that she has had several health issues and thanked them for their patience with this.  
She went on to say that they gave two technical assistance grants in January and still have Revolving Loan funds available that need to be used before the end of 2021. 
She also applied for Barger for funds to do the facade and signage projects again and is hoping for approval on that because the business owners really liked this program. 
She has continued contact with a couple prospective business owners. They also had their annual meeting in March with their new board member Jason Stone. They will have two vacancies soon as there are two board members retiring. 

Public Hearing – Special Assessment Roll
Motion by Soulek second by Ruhlman, all ayes and approved to open the hearing at 6:32 PM for the Hieb special assessment.
Powell stated that the notices were done and that the property owner is aware of the hearing tonight and he indicated that he would probably not be in attendance. Powell went on to say that Mr. Hieb is ok with the assessment and he has already written a check for the first payment. 
Powell explained that the City removed the home on the Hieb property which was deemed a nuisance and condemned. Hieb agreed to this with a special assessment to pay for the costs to the City. It was noted that the amount of the assessment is $12,057.62 over five-years with an interest rate of 3%.
Hieb still owns the lot.  It was asked what the costs for the assessment included and Powell stated that it is not for any city labor, it was the bills we received from R&J Gravel and the landfill.

With no further discussion, motion by Thomas second by Claussen, all ayes and approved to close the hearing at 6:37 PM.
Motion by Soulek second by Claussen, all ayes and approved the assessment roll and the following special assessment Resolution No. 2021-02:

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-02

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL FOR NUISANCE ABATEMENT WITHIN THE CITY OF CHAMBERLAIN, SD.

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Chamberlain, South Dakota:

SECTION 1:   That the special assessment roll for nuisance abatement within Chamberlain, SD, is hereby approved and the assessment in the assessment roll is levied against the property described in it.  The assessment becomes a lien against the property when the assessment roll is filed in the office of the Finance Officer.

SECTION 2:  The assessment may be paid in five annual installments at an interest rate of 3% and shall be collected under Plan Two—Collection by City Finance Officer as provided in SDCL 9-43.

Dated this __________ day of _______________________.
							__________________________
							Mayor
ATTEST:
___________________________
Finance Officer
(SEAL)
 
Forester/Hickey Plat
We received a plat for the property west of AmericInn which includes both John Forester and Warren Hickeys properties on the plat. Powell stated that there is a strip of land right next to the housing that Warren owns that he bought from Forester. This plat identifies the 200’ to the west of 1A as 1B. Also on the plat, Forester would like to split out the remainder of the two lots into 1C and 1D.
Powell informed the Council that the Planning and Zoning Board approved the presented plat. 
Motion by Ruhlman second by Soulek, all ayes and approved the following plat: A Plat of Wieczorek’s Outlot Numbers 1B, 1C, and 1D, a Subdivision of Wieczorek’s Outlet Number 1 in the NE ¼ of Section 34, T 104 N, R 71 W of the 5th PM, City of Chamberlain, Brule County, South Dakota. 

Hire Police Officer
Motion by Soulek second by Thomas, all ayes and approved to hire Kaiden White Bear as a police officer at $19.33 per hour with a $500 raise after successfully completing probation and another $500 raise after obtaining his certification. 

Advertise for Bids
Motion by Thomas second by Claussen, all ayes and approved to advertise for bulk bids with a bid deadline of 5:00 PM on April 5, 2021. 
 
Schedule City Wide Clean Up
Motion by Ruhlman second by Thomas, all ayes and approved to schedule the City Wide Clean Up on May 1st.

Highway 50 Project 
Powell stated that he has been getting a lot of questions about the upcoming Highway 50 project. The City has been invited to a preconstruction meeting with the State of South Dakota and the contractor via zoom on March 16th. 
Powell spoke with the contractor last week and they indicated they would start moving equipment and doing some work on the outside of the road by early April. They will not be working on actual road until probably the end of June. 
Discussion was held on the traffic, and Powell stated that they plan on keeping traffic running all through the construction but they will probably use pilot cars.

GFP – Grant app
Powell asked the Council if they would like to apply for a grant through the South Dakota Land and Water Conservation Fund to update the fish cleaning station. He added that we have applied for Barger funds for this also, but if we were to get both, we could upgrade to a better fish cleaning station. 
Motion by Claussen second by Soulek, all ayes and approved to have District III proceed with the application for the grant and to allow the Mayor sign the grant documents.

Police Report 
Chief Handel stated that there have been a rash of vehicle burglaries in Chamberlain and Oacoma. He noted that most of these have been done to unlocked vehicles so he wanted to remind everyone to lock their vehicles.

Other Matters
Commissioner Soulek asked Powell when the dredging is supposed to start and Powell noted that it would possibly be the second week of April. He added that by May 5th, they are supposed to have completed the dredging from the boat ramp to the bridge. The second deadline is for Memorial Weekend and we are hoping to have the area underneath the boat slips cleared out.  
[“
Mayor Mutizger stated that he spoke with High School Principal Jeff Steckelberg about the Senior SKIP day that we were unable to do last year because of COVID. He added that it is a good program and the kids really missed it. They would like to do it again this year. They would like to try and do it either May 7th or May 10th with Mayor Mutziger adding that its not a huge expense but is a great benefit to the community and the kids.
It was noted that when we look for a property to paint. We don’t look at rental properties, but focus on single family homes, where they are either elderly or someone that can’t do it on their own.

Powell reported that they have started working in the cemetery filling graves, seeding, and cleaning out some trees. They are also working on cleaning up some of the ballfields.
The injector pump in the blade that we purchased from federal surplus went out and federal surplus is standing behind it and replacing it.

Executive Session – Personnel
Motion by Soulek second by Thomas, all ayes and approved to enter executive session at 6:55 PM for personnel. 
Motion by Ruhlman second by Soulek, all ayes and approved to exit executive session at 7:18 PM.

Adjourn
Motion by Soulek second by Thomas, all ayes and approved to adjourn at 7:18 PM.
 
_____________________________________
Chad Mutziger, Mayor
 
Attest:
SEAL
 
_____________________________________
Nicky Gaulke, Finance Officer
 
Published once at the total approximate cost of __________.



