CHAMBERLAIN CITY COMMISSION
​June 1, 2020

The Chamberlain City Commission held their first regular meeting on June 1, at 6:00 PM.

Present: Mayor Chad Mutziger, Commissioners Ruhlman, Claussen, and Thomas, City Engineer Greg Powell, Finance Officer Nicky Gaulke and Police Chief Jason Handel.

Absent: Commissioner Soulek.

Pledge of Allegiance 

Adopt Agenda
Motion by Thomas second by Ruhlman, all ayes and approved the agenda with the addition of the Boy Scouts and buying back cemetery lots and removing the SEH airport report and no executive session.

Conflict of Interest
No conflict of interest were noted. 

​Minutes
Motion by Claussen second by Thomas, all ayes and approved the minutes from the last regular meeting.

Public Comments
The floor was opened for public comments with none being received. 

Bills
​Motion by Ruhlman second by Thomas, all ayes, approved to pay the following bills: American Family Life $240.60 Salaries; City of Chamberlain $159.72 Supplies; SD Supplemental Retirement $430 Salaries; South Dakota Retirement System $10,248.30 Retire; Standard Insurance Company $160.36; Adams Agency $11,142.73; Chamberlain Chamber of Commerce $3,200 econ. dvlpt; Jason Handel $45 phone; Hrabe Flying Service $900 Prof Serv; Lake Francis Case Development $4,250 econ dvlpt; Lamie, Kimberly $600 Prof Serv; Kevin Olesen $45 phone; Wellmark $16,680.41 Insurance; SD Dept of Revenue $150 malt license; Payroll Tax Payment $20,163.45; Dept. of Environment and Natural Resources, Platte Colony $3,000, Department of Transportation $2,440.80.
Boy Scouts
Powell stated that he had spoken with Jarrod Hanzlik and explained that the pieces for the sign were ordered and asked if the Boy Scouts were still wanting to help. A representative of the group indicated that they are still interested in helping out with what’s left of the sign.  
Mike Hosek commented that they were disappointed that so much of the sign has already been done and they were hoping that they could do more with this sign including the design. 
Powell stated that the lower part of the sign alone is 350lbs. and that was a safety concern with welding and if it didn’t stay put.
Hosek stated that they could have figured that out.
Commissioner Thomas stated that if something did happen, the injured party would not go after the Boy Scouts but they would sue the City.
Hosek said that we have a city engineer that could have figured it out.
Mayor Mutziger stated that he apologizes if there were miscommunications. He added that we also talked about doing two or three more signs as well and if there is a way we can incorporate the Boys Scouts more when we work on those signs, we will. The City had no intention to push the Boy Scouts out of this project. Mayor Mutziger went on to say that this bridge has to carry the 300 lbs, it takes some engineering and proper welding and came down to a safety factor. 
Commissioner Thomas stated that the planning of this sign has been in the works for 5 or six years and when COVID happened, plans had to change. He stated that he and Powell were at the Colony a couple months before that and would like to take the kids out there to see the welding, and they said they wouldn’t allow kids to do it, its too dangerous. They were more than willing to allow a fieldtrip at their welding shop, but there was concern about the size of the project and these kids being unqualified and inexperienced.
Hosek stated that they we were disappointed that they were not hearing any of this in person and had to read it in the paper. 
Commissioner Thomas stated that COVID has also changed a lot of the plans.
Hosek asked if they are still going to be a part of building the sides for the sign and it was noted that yes they are. He went on to say that the boys voted and they are still interested in doing it. He asked if there is someone that can give them direction on what they can and can’t use to hold this sign up. Powell will work with them. 
Schumacher stated that they have not seen the sign yet so they will need some help. He added that as a scout master he understands the issues with the safety. He is the safety guy in his job and understands where the City is coming from. Schumacher went on to say that he gets where their hard feelings are, but he also understands the City’s point of view. As long as Powell can help them, they would like the boys to help finish the sign. 
Mayor Mutziger stated that hopefully we can implement more of the learning aspect on our next sign when COVID isn’t an issue. He added that the Colony loves having people come out there so we can do that also. 
Schumacher stated that since the City is willing to allow them to help with the other signs around town, that will help with the hard feelings.
Mayor Mutziger stated that we also have to pull out the current slab and pour another, so the Boy Scouts can learn how to do that also.
Angie Hanzlik stated that her husband is a leader on the Boy Scouts but he is coaching baseball and couldn’t make it to the meeting. She stated that the biggest thing was that the City hurt those boys feelings. The boys came to the City, it was proposed, the City said they were going to let the boys do it, and then there was zero communication until we read it in the paper. She added that there was a lack of communication. Hanzlik state that her husband does everything 100% and it got to him that they had put so much time and thought into this.

Planning and Development District III
Planning and Development District III has asked the City to sign the statement of extension with the intention to join District III as a member in 2021. Membership for 2020 was $3,670 with the 
Motion by Thomas second by Ruhlman, all ayes and approved the 2021Statemet of Extension with District III.

Sunset Road – Brule County
Powell reported that Brule County would like the City to take over ownership of Sunset Road which runs west of the highway past the AmericInn towards the Priebe Development. Powell had gone to the County to ask for an easement for utilities along that road. Motion by Claussen second by Thomas, all ayes and approved to accept Sunset Road as a City street from Brule County. 

SEH Airport 
This discussion will be held at a future meeting. 

Kevin Olesen – 6 Month Probationary 
Motion by Ruhlman second by Claussen, all ayes and approved Kevin Olesen to receive the 3% cost of living raise of $1,500 for successfully completing his six month probation as the Street Superintendent.

Ordinance 638 – COVID 19
Mayor Mutziger stated that there are no real updates.  We are following updates with state and things are opening up. 
Powell stated that the pool successful opened on Saturday with the guidelines set up by Mayor Mutziger, Commissioner Ruhlman, Rec Coordinator Lamie and himself. They are doing an extended break at 3:00 PM where they are sanitizing bathrooms and concession and wiping things down. The will also do this again before they reopen for the evening. 
Commissioner Ruhlman stated that she was asked if we could remove the City chairs from the swim pool and allow people to bring in their own. Powell stated that he would rather not because we already have too many things left at the swim pool. 
Commissioner Claussen asked if we could sanitize the chairs and Ruhlman stated that the people are sitting in the chairs on break when the lifeguards are sanitizing. 
Mayor Mutziger stated that one of the things that the CDC had recommended was to possibly remove the chairs from the pool and ask people to bring their own. 
Powell stated that we already have so many things left behind by people, and we will end up with a bunch of chairs. He added that what they bring, may not be safe and there could be a liability issue.  
Commissioner Ruhlman stated that the one thing that we are not sanitizing is the chairs. 
It was noted that when people are going to the swim pool, they are entering at your own risk, so they can choose whether or not to sit on the chairs at their own risk also. 

Cemetery Lot Buy Back
Powell stated that he was contacted by Steve Willluweit whose father purchased 4 graves from the City in 2003. They would like to sell back two of the lots to the City as they do not intend on using them.
Motion by Thomas second by Claussen, all ayes and approved to buy back graves 1 & 2 within Lot 3, Block 3 of Section F, New Addition for $416 each. 

Engineer Report
Glenn Mayor asked Powell to share with the Council that we are allowing Greig Field to be used by other towns baseball teams that have made the decision to not allow them to play in their own towns. 
Mayor Mutziger stated that Plankinton is only playing one or two games here and they are coming here anyway to play us. He added that we may still have some other teams come also like in the past as we are a central meeting spot for some of them. 

Powell stated that the bid opening for Priebe will be on June 18th with plans being available the end of last week. The engineers estimate is considerably lower than where we were. We also gave the bidders an option to complete a small portion of the road in the early spring of 2021 because we are late in the season with the bidding. 

We had trouble at the swim pool on opening day. Powell stated that they are not sure what happened. Water Superintendent Brad Mohror had changed out a screen at 8:00 AM that morning and the water was fine at the time. By noon it was cloudy and they are not sure if it was air or a powder chemical that suddenly got sucked up. Powell stated that the chemicals are all within the standards so the water was not dangerous, it was just cloudy. 

We are continuing with summer rec but the numbers are down. We are still having some registser now, so we are getting some participants.

Powell reported that the City did some work on the Friday before Memorial Day on the road above Charly’s as it had slid again. He added that last week we cut out a bunch of gravel and took two feet off of it to lower it and take some of the weight off of it. He added that there were places that it had fallen 3 feet. The City also shaped the driveways to the residents homes that live there so they could still access the road. 

Police Report 
Chief Handel reported that they issued a lot of grass nuisances and were also encouraging individuals to stop and get landfill vouchers from the City. 

Adjourn
Motion by Thomas second by Ruhlman, all ayes and approved to adjourn at 6:35 PM. 
​
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Chad Mutziger, Mayor
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